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The following report summarizes the relief actions of Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation (BTCF) in response to 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in the African Region including Zimbabwe, South Africa, Eswatini, 
and Sierra Leone.  
 
Since the first case of COVID-19 in African region (reported in Algeria on February 25), there are now more 
than 50 countries in Africa that are affected with a total number of 31,460 cumulative cases and 1,106 
reported deaths as of May 4. Since its first confirmed case on March 7, South Africa became the most 
affected country in African region with 7,220 cases, followed by Algeria with 4,648 cases, and Nigeria with 
2,802 cases, as of May 4.  
 
With its continuous and active presence in the African region since 1992, BTCF is able to deliver its aid to 
those who are in need in a timely manner. BTCF also continuously raises awareness and provides 
trustworthy information related to the COVID-19 prevention such as good hygiene practices and other 
preventive measures to the communities that it services.   
 
South Africa, Eswatini, Zimbabwe 
As of May 4, there are 7,220, 116, and 34 confirmed cases in South Africa, Eswatini, and Zimbabwe, 
respectively. On March 11, March 23, and April 1, BTCF donated a total number of 16,000 surgical masks 
to South Africa, Eswatini, and Zimbabwe, respectively, to fulfil the urgent needs of protection of the 
essential workers including police officers and healthcare workers.  
 
Sierra Leone 
As of May 4, 178 cases have been accumulated in Sierra Leone with 9 deaths reported and 37 recoveries. 
On April 24, in collaboration with Caritas Freetown, Healey International Relief Foundation, and Lanyi 
Foundation, BTCF donated 8,000 bags of rice (10kg/bag), or 800 tons, to the Ministry of Basic and 
Secondary School Education of Sierra Leone in support of the School Feeding Program which aims to 
enhance the enrollment of students through the provision of free meals. However, due to the COVID-19 
situation in Sierra Leone which has led to the country lockdown, the rice is distributed to the students 
directly as take home ration. The rice is distributed to 8,000 students across the country including Bombali, 
Karene, Kambia, Kono, Kailahun, and Kenema. 
 
On April 29, BTCF donated another 1,600 bags or rice (10kg/bag), or 160 tons, to the Ministry of Social 
Welfare of Sierra Leone to support the needs of the vulnerable Muslims and Christian communities 
scattered in different districts of the country.  
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On May 2, on behalf of BTCF, Healey International Relief Foundation, and Lanyi Foundation, Caritas 
Freetown delivered hospital beds, surgical masks, and gloves to the government of Sierra Leone to support 
the effort of combating the spread of the disease in the country. The items are allocated in the Emergency 
Operation Center (EOC) of Freetown, Sierra Leone, as part of the preparation for the influx of COVID-19 
patients.  
 

Summary of Actions from March 11 to May 4 
  

1. COVID-19 Relief Donation in South Africa, Eswatini, and Zimbabwe 
 

Recipient Country Number of Surgical Masks Donated (piece) 

South Africa 10,000 

Eswatini 1,000 

Zimbabwe 5,000 

 
2. COVID-19 Relief Donation in Sierra Leone 

 

Recipient Items Donated  Total Number 

Ministry of Basic and Secondary 
School Education 

Rice (10kg/bag) 8,000 bags 

Ministry of Social Welfare Rice (10kg/bag) 1,600 bags 

Emergency Operation Center 
(EOC), Freetown 

Hospital beds 15 

 

 
Recognizing the importance of food security and basic preventative measures by individuals and 
communities throughout this pandemic, BTCF will continue to examine, identify, and address the needs 
of the vulnerable and needy population across its countries of services in the region with the collaboration 
with local and international partners.  


