Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation
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Overview of Actions taken by Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation (BTCF)

As of April 20, BTCF has:
●
Distributed relief aid in 29 countries/regions
(blue)
●
Relief aid scheduled to arrive for 49 countries/
regions (orange)
●
Distributed a total of 12,063,724 items with
9,416,001 items scheduled to be distributed
●
Material aid items including:
○
Personal protective equipment (PPE)
○
Cloth masks
○
Jing Si multi-purpose folding bed
○
Cleaning alcohol
○
Food and daily necessities pack
○
Vegetarian meals
●
Conducted home visits, ran hygiene education
training for communities and more.
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Highlights: Limiting the Spread of COVID-19
As COVID-19 pandemic spreads across the world, many countries/ regions are experiencing shortage of PPE for front-line responders
and medical professionals. Many vulnerable communities are also struggling with lack of soaps, cleaning agents and hygiene products.
BTCF hopes to help limit the spread of COVID-19 by providing PPE and sanitation materials to hospitals and communities.
Surgical masks
4,977,944 items
Protective suits
447,856 items

Face shields
159,312 items
Gloves
6,124,400 items

Disinfectant
37,399 litres
Dharma Master Cheng Yen, the founder of BTCF, appeals to all
“A single individual cannot accomplish all good deeds; rather, we
need everyone to work together to have true strength. We have
to follow disease prevention measures and prevent the spread of
COVID-19 by educating local communities.”

Making Cloth Masks for the Community
To reserve PPE for front-line professional,
communities are encouraged to use cloth
masks and face coverings.
●
Volunteers in over 12 regions are making cloth masks.
●
An estimate of over 197,800 cloth masks were made
and delivered.
BTCF utilised the expertises of volunteers, with experience in
the clothing industry, to run cloth masks making sessions for
interested volunteers and community members, share
templates with other BTCF chapters and tailor template
designs to suit local materials and needs. Depending on the
safety regulations in the regions, cloth masks were delivered by
BTCF volunteers with household necessities or sent via the
postal service.
More more information on cloth masks, please contact BTCF:
www.tzuchi.us
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Highlights: Limiting the Spread of COVID-19
Focus Region: USA
USA has the highest number of confirmed cases with 695,353 cases and 32,427 deaths. As the number of cases increases, many
hospitals are faced with a shortage of PPE. Many people are also faced with job uncertainty, financial hardship and lack of supplies.
BTCF initiated its nationwide COVID-19 relief campaign called “Flatten the Curve” to help severely impacted communities and
municipalities by providing front-line responders and medical professionals with PPE and hygiene supplies and supporting impacted
communities. As of April 7, a total of 460 blankets have been distributed and 1,528 families have received food supplies.
In total, as of April 7, BTCF has provided PPE to over 68 institutions,
including hospitals, like Elmhurst Hospital in NY and Ronald Reagan
BTCF
UCLA Medical Center in CA, clinics, private practices, shelters, police
volunteers
and fire departments, schools, and more.
deliver
Supplies include:
urgently
●
5,132 N95 respirators (including KN95 and FFP2 respirators)
needed
medical
●
65,995 surgical masks
supplies to
●
6,823 disinfectant sprays, 3,573 bottles of hand sanitizer
the Elmhurst
●
4,400 gloves
Hospital in
●
252 goggles
Queens, NY.
●
108 packages of disinfectant wipes
BTCF USA is expected to provide an additional of nearly 3.1 million surgical masks, over 314,000 N95 respirators/N95 alternatives,
over 545,000 gloves, 100,000 isolation gowns, 40,600 coveralls, over 100,500 goggles and more to support hospitals.
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Highlights: Educating Communities on Hygiene
Good personal hygiene, effective hand washing and social distancing are important actions to prevent the spread of COVID-19. BTCF
volunteers went into communities to teach residents on how to effectively wash their hands, to wear masks and maintain social distance.
During distributions, BTCF worked with local authorities to make sure all parties, including police, army personnels, are wearing correct
protective equipment such as gloves, masks and face shields.

Focus Region: Mozambique
In partnership with the Ministry of Health and local government,
BTCF volunteers received training on hand washing and other
COVID-19 related hygiene protocols, allowing them to teach
communities during BTCF distributions for the
COVID-19 relief.
BTCF volunteers visited the villages before distribution,
to show residents how to remain a safe social distance and
wear face masks so the possibility of spread of COVID-19
can be minimised. BTCF also used performed skits to teach
children in the villages on the importance of personal hygiene
and social distancing.

BTCF volunteers went to
villages to promote use of
masks and hand washing.

BTCF plan to run more public education sessions along with
providing hygiene and necessities packs to vulnerable communities.

USA (BTCF)- Public hygiene
posters made by BTCF USA.
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Highlights: Providing Supplies to Vulnerable Communities
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to spread, Dharma Master Cheng Yen, founder of BTCF, appeals to all “In prevention of
COVID-19, as we safeguard our own health and communities, we should reach out to the vulnerable communities in this unpredictable
time to spread love, overcome feelings of restlessness and bring communities together.”

Focus Region: South Africa

Around the world

Necessities Pack

Jing Si
folding bed

61,816 packs

5,175 beds

BTCF South Africa established a COVID-19 task
force to support community members during the
prolonged lockdown.

Vegetarian
meals
82, 897 meals

In Johannesburg, having obtained
special travel passes to be
on the road, BTCF volunteers
were able to distribute over
50 food and daily necessities
packs as of April 20.

Philippines (BTCF)- Distribution of rice held
outside to maintain social distance.

UK (BTCF)- BTCF volunteers
organising letters be sent along
with surgical masks to
community members.

A total of 2,000 packs
will be distributed with more
supplies on the way.

BTCF volunteers deliver
packs urgently before the
lockdown
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Highlights: Providing Supplies to Vulnerable Communities
Focus Region: Malaysia
In partnership and with the local government, BTCF were able to do the following as of April 19:
●
Delivered medical supplies to local hospitals:

○
○
○

BTCF volunteers

136,985 surgical masks and 7,163 handmade cloth masks
making face
4426,070 pairs of gloves
masks and
delivering
167,671 handmade face shields
medical supplies.
●
Assisted with 6,377 families
●
Cooked and delivered 7,880 vegetarian meals
●
1000 face shields donated to the Islamic Medical Association of Malaysia. United against COVID-19, BTCF aims to help and
support people regardless of race, religion or ethnicity.
●
Supported and comforted homeless communities in temporary shelters, set up due to COVID-19, by providing food, daily
necessities, Jing Si multi-purpose folding beds and hair cuts.
●
COVID-19 financial aid programmes are giving financial support of up to RM300 to families in hardship due to COVID-19,
including job losses, unexpected circumstances, and increased cost of daily necessities.
●
In partnership with UNHCR, an estimated 1,500 to 2,000 refugee families in Penang, Kuala Lumpur, Kedah and Johor will
receive aid from BTCF.
Utilising technology, through a community-centric approach, BTCF volunteers were able to stay in touch with families in their care
whilst keeping social distance. Dharma Master Cheng Yen, the founder of BTCF, shared “We need to know our neighbours, our
elderly and those who may be struggling. In times of hardship or unexpected situations and disasters, we need to support and help
each other, warming and brightening all corners of society.”

